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Our Giving Follows  Our Heart
by Helen and E. Magruder Passano

This is where I belong. When those words were euphorically uttered to us as our oldest daughter was 

visiting Roland Park Country School, we were struck on the spot and quickly began a wonderfully 

fulfilling lifelong association with RPCS. We have made RPCS a priority in our giving for many reasons 

through all these years. First and foremost, the School has a clearly articulated mission which is carried 

out in everything it does. RPCS graduates well-rounded young women of confidence and purpose. Our 

daughters – Catherine Passano McDonnell, 1994, Tammy Passano Wiggs, 1997, and Sarah Passano 

Meech, 2001 – all attribute their success in life to the educational experience she received at RPCS.  
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Tammy, who survived jumping into 
the Hudson River during the 9/11 
terrorist attack of the World Trade 
Center, felt her athletic training at 
RPCS helped her tremendously in the 
panic following the attack.

Philanthropy is important to us 
and we have invested in RPCS for 
many reasons but most importantly 
because our giving follows our heart.  
Certainly our daughters’ love for the 
School has been a motivating factor, 
but we deeply appreciate the School’s 
stewardship of its endowment 
and know RPCS is mindful of the 
future. Over the years we have both 
been members of the RPCS Board 
of Trustees and we are currently 
chairing the capital campaign – A 
Place in Our Hearts – and have 
named the new Athletic Complex 
lobby. We co-chaired the 2001 Senior 

Gift and together with cousins Susie 
Passano Macfarlane 1950  and 
William Passano, established the 
Passano Family Interdisciplinary 
Chair for Communications and the 
Sans Tache Faculty  and Student 
Prizes.  Helen was active in the 
Parents’ Association, serving as an 
Upper School Network Rep and on 
the auction steering committee.

Even in tough economic times 
the giving tools exist to make 
philanthropy advantageous to the 
donor as well as the institution. We 
chose to be members of the Red & 
White Legacy with a Charitable Lead 

Annuity Trust (CLAT). Established in 
1997, this trust provides an income  
stream for our annual charitable  
giving. When the trust terminates, 
the principal is distributed to our 
designees. We realize a tax benefit as 
the School benefits from use of the 
income for faculty compensation and 
student financial assistance. 

We urge you to make a planned 
gift to RPCS today – one that fits 
your family’s needs!  n

Our Giving Follows  Our Heart LEAVE A LEGACY
 

In 1996, the Roland Park Country 
School Board of Trustees established 
The Red & White Legacy to recognize 
those alumnae, trustees, parents, 
employees and friends of RPCS 
who have notified the School of its 
inclusion in their estate or financial 
plans. Their thoughtfulness, as well 
as their generosity, enables RPCS to 
better prepare for its future and to 
secure the long tradition of excellence 
in the academic, arts and athletic 
programs for which it is known. If 
you have also made plans to benefit 
the School, please let us know so that 
we can include you in this special 
group. Roland Park Country School 
extends its deepest appreciation to the 
members of The Red & White Legacy.

Michael Meech, Sarah Passano Meech, 2001, E. Magruder Passano, Helen Passano, Tammy 
Passano Wiggs, 1997, Justin Wiggs, Catherine Passano McDonnell, 1994 and Seth McDonnell at 
the White Blazer Reunion.

Facing Page: President of the Board of Trustees Roszel C. Thomsen II, Campaign Co-Chairs Helen 
M. Passano and E. Magruder Passano Jr., Head of School Jean Waller Brune, 1960, Chairman 
of Building and Grounds Committee Robert E. Statkiewicz and 2009 Student Government 
Association President Julia Osterman  cut the ribbon to the RPCS Athletic Complex.


