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‘Summer afternoon - summer afternoon; to me those have always been the two most beautiful
words in the English language.” ~Henry James

The RPCS Lower School Summer Reading List

Dear Lower School Parents,

| believe that the opportunity to inspire a love of reading is both a great privilege and an
extraordinary responsibility. Since studies show that most students experience a loss of
reading skills during the summer, the next few months provide such an opportunity for you to
keep your daughter engaged in reading. You can use this time to help her sustain (and even
bolster) her reading skills, strengthen her vocabulary and reinforce the benefits of reading for
pleasure.

Summer is the perfect time for children to take a break from the structured academic
environment, to relax and delight in the pleasures of “just being a kid.” Therefore, summer
reading should be fun! Allow your daughter to select books about things she truly enjoys. This
booklet offers selected authors and titles, but she should by no means feel limited to these
suggestions. Many good recommendations can be gleaned by others, such as peers, bookstore
owners or other librarians.* Students entering grades 2 — 5 may have specific summer work
requirements, which have been spelled out by the teachers of her new grade.

How else can you make summer reading both beneficial and enjoyable? Read aloud with your
daughter every day. Make it fun by reading outdoors—on the front porch, at the beach or
under a shady tree in the park. Many books on this list make excellent family “read alouds,” so
include other family members as well. Buy books on tape or get them at the local library—they
are great for long car rides. Visit a local library or bookstore regularly and take advantage of
summer reading book clubs and other reading incentives. Above all else: enjoy, enjoy, enjoy!

Happy reading,

S Ylwmda

Beverly S. Edwards, LS Librarian

*For more detailed information and other summer reading resources, check out the link on the RPCS home page:
https://rpcsweb.rpcs.org/ or my website at: https://rpcsweb.rpcs.org/academic/academic_main_facpages.asp.


https://rpcsweb.rpcs.org/
https://rpcsweb.rpcs.org/academic/academic_main_facpages.asp

ﬁ Kindergarten, Pre-First, First Grade ﬁ

Suggested Authors (K-1)

There are so many wonderful picture books available! Choose any books by the

following writers:

Adler, David
Ahlberg, Janet & Allan
Aliki

Asch, Frank
Aylesworth, Jim
Bemelmans, Ludwig
Bond, Michael
Brett, Jan

Bridwell, Norman
Brown, Marc
Brown, Margaret Wise
Bunting, Eve
Burton, Virginia Lee
Carle, Eric

Carlson, Nancy
Cooney, Barbara
Crews, Donald
DeBrunhoff, Jean
De Paola, Tomie
Demi

Ehlert, Lois

Fox, Mem
Freeman, Don
Gibbons, Gail
Henkes, Kevin
Hoban, Lillian
Hoban, Russell
Hoffman, Mary
Hutchins, Pat
Keats, Ezra Jack
Kellogg, Steven
Lasky, Kathryn
Lionni, Leo

Lobel, Arnold

McCloskey, Robert
McKissack, Patricia
Marshall, James
Martin, Bill

Mayer, Mercer
Numeroff, Laura
Palatini, Marge
Parish, Peggy
Park, Barbara
Peet, Bill

Polacco, Patricia
Potter, Beatrix
Prelutsky, Jack
Rathmann, Peggy
Rey, H. A.

Rylant, Cynthia
Say, Allen
Scieszka, Jon
Sendak, Maurice
Shannon, David
Silverstein, Shel
Steig, William
Viorst, Judith

Van Allsburg, Chris
Waber, Bernard
Wells, Rosemary
Willems, Mo
Wisniewski, David
Wood, Audrey & Don
Yolen, Jane
Yorinks, Arthur
Zion, Gene
Zolotow, Charlotte



ﬁ Kindergarten, Pre-First, First Grade ﬁ

guggested Series (K -1)

Many good books are part of a series. Here are some high-quality choices you
might consider:

Angelina Ballerina — Katharine Holabird
Bearenstain Bears —Stan & Jan Berenstain
Curious George — H.A. Rey
Danny & the Dinosaur — Syd Hoff
Don’ t Pigeoh..—M\Mb Willems
Elephant and Piggie — Mo Willems
Fancy Nancy ¢ Jane O’Connor
Fox — James Marshall
Frog & Toad — Arnold Lobel
Junie B. Jones — Barbara Park
Lyle the Crocodile — Bernard Waber
Max and Ruby — Rosemary Wells
Mercy Watson — Kate DiCamillo
Miss Bindergarten — Joseph Slate

Olivia — lan Falconer



%’é Grades 2and 3 J%é

Fictioh — Chapter BoOoks

This is a list of specific recommended books, but do not feel limited by it! You
may choose other titles by the listed authors or quality recommendations from

a friend, a family member or trusted adult:

Atwater, Richard. Mr. Popper's Penguins
Auch, Mary Jane. | Was a Third Grade Spy
Blume, Judy. Freckle Face

Byars, Betsy. Tornado

Catling, Patrick. The Chocolate Touch

Dahl, Roald. The BFG

Dahl, Roald. Fantastic Mr. Fox

Grindley, Sally. Dear Max

Haas, Jenny. Jigsaw Pony

Holt, Kimberly Willis. Piper Reed, Navy Brat
Korman, Gordon. Liar, Liar, Pants on Fire
Lindgren, Astrid. Pippi Longstocking
Maclachlan, Patricia. Sarah Plain and Tall
Murray, Martine. Henr i et t a, There’s NoO
Robinson, Barbara. The Best School Year Ever
Rockwell, Thomas. How to Eat Fried Worms
Rodowsky, Colby. Not My Dog

Rylant, Cynthia. In Aunt Lucie’s Clohe

Smith, Robert Kimmel. Chocolate Fever

One

Bette



%’é Grades 2and 3 J%é

Suggested Geries

Many good books are part of a series. Here are some high-quality choices you
might consider:

Amber Brown — Paula Danzinger
Amelia Bedelia — Peggy Parrish
American Girl — various authors
Bunnicula — James Howe
Cam Jansen— David Adler
Clarice Bean — Lauren Child
Clementine — Sara Pennypacker
Flat Stanley — Jeff Brown
“Fudage"-JuBalare s
Henry and Mudge — Cynthia Rylant
Horrible Harry — Suzy Kline
Humphrey — Betty Birney
Judy Moody — Megan McDonald
Magic Tree House — Mary Pope Osbourne
Misty of Chincoteague — Marguerite Henry
Poppy - Avi
Ramona Quimby or Henry & Ribsy — Beverly Cleary

Zelda and Ivy — Laura McGee Kvasnosky
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Grades 4 and 5
Fiction - Chapter Books

This is a list of specific recommended books, but do not feel limited by it! You
may choose other titles by the listed authors or quality recommendations from
a friend, a family member or trusted adult:

Balliett, Blue. Chasing Vermeer

Brink, Carol Ryrie. Caddie Woodlawn

Burnett, Frances. The Secret Garden

Cleary, Beverly. Dear Mr. Henshaw

Clements, Andrew. No Talking

Clements, Andrew. The School Story

Creech, Sharon. Bloomability

Creech, Sharon. Chasing Redbird

Dahl, Roald. James and the Giant Peach
DiCamillo, Kate. The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane
Eager, Edward. Half Magic

Estes, Eleanor. Ginger-Pye

Farley, Walter. The Black Stallion

Fleischman, Sid. The Whipping Boy

Funke, Cornelia. Igraine the Brave

George, Jean Craighead. Julie of the Wolves
Gordon, Roderick. Tunnels

Gutman, Dan. The Homework Machine

Hickey, Caroline. Cassie Was Here

Juster, Norton. The Phantom Tollbooth
Matthews, L.S. A Dog for Life

Matthews, L.S. Fish

Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds. Roxie and the Hooligans
O’Brien, Robert C. Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH
Park, Barbara. Mick Harte Was Here

Rex, Adam. The True Meaning of Smekday

Ryan, Pam Munoz. Becoming Naomi Leon

Ryan, Pam Munoz. Riding Freedom



Selznik, Brian. The Invention of Hugo Cabret
Sewell, Anna. Black Beauty

Spinelli, Jerry. Eggs

St. John, Lauren. The White Giraffe

Wiles, Deborah. Each Little Bird that Sings
Woodson, Jacqueline. Feathers

Non-Fiction

Neuschwander, Cindy. Sir Circumference & the First Round Table: A Math
Adventure

Sis, Peter. The Wall: Growing Up Behind the Iron Curtain
Tang, Gregory. The Grapes of Math



Grades 4 and 5
guggested Ceries

Many good books are part of a series. Here are some high-quality choices you
might consider:

Anne of Green Gables — Lucy Maud Montgomery
Charlie Bone — Jenny Nimmo
Chronicles of Narnia — C. S. Lewis
Dear America — various authors
The Fairy-Tale Detectives — Michael Buckley
Harry Potter — ). K. Rowling
l nheritance (—EhrisiogherRaoliniEl dest ..)
Lady Grace Mysteries — various authors
Mismantle Chronicles — M. |. McAllister
Molly Moon — Georgia Byng
Percy Jackson & the Olympians — Rick Riordan
Peter & the Starcatchers — Dave Barry & Ridley Pearson
Series of Unfortunate Events — Lemony Snicket
The Royal Diaries — various authors
Septi mus Heap —-@ngiaSggg k, Fl yt e..)
The Spiderwick Chronicles — Tony DiTerlizzi

Tales of the Frog Princess — E. D. Baker
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Supplement — New Titles added for 2009:

The Name of this Book is Secret — Pseudonymous Bosch
My Last Best Friend — Julie Bowe

Castle Corona —Sharon Creech

Trading Faces — Julia DeVillers
*The Graveyard Book — Neil Gaiman (2009 Newbery Award)

The Old Willis Place: A Ghost Story — Mary Downing Hahn
Samuel Blink and the Forbidden Forest — Matt Haig
Scat- Carl Hiaasen
Sheep— Valerie Hobbs
The Pandora Series — Carolyn Hennesy
*Savvy — Ingrid Law (2009 Newbery Honor)
Fairest — Gail Carson Levine
The Secret Order of the Gumm Street Girls — Elise Primavera
A Drowned Malaueb@dmy'SchlitzHa i r

Dolphin Song — Lauren St. John



